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Fire fuels toxic clean-up fight 
Cy Casey Bukro 
£n<*onmenl writer 
r Two citizens groups demanded 
Juesday -that the U.S. "Environ-
mental Protection Agency declare 
•3> square miles of the far Soutb-
^ s t Side of Chicago near Lake 
Calumet a Superfimd toxic waste 
Ste qualifying for emergency 

. elean-up. 
Z Citizens for a Better Environ-
Tpent [CBE] and the United Neigh­
borhood Organization [UNO] at 
pie same time criticized the EPA 
for failing to inform neighborhood, 
residents of an uncontrolled flic in' 
Sart of an abandoned toxic waste 
3ump and for not advising then) of 
Ahatto do in case of an evacua­
tion. 
Z The two groups identified 31' 
glosed or operating waste dumpy 

"wTheXake Caluinet region. 
Z "We are demanding the U.S. 

. £PA come in and designate all the 
3l waste sites as Superfund clean-
Qp sites," said Mary Ellen Montes, 
vVNO board member. "What will 
a take for U.S. EPA to clean up? 
A loss oMives? An explosion? Jt 's ' 
ume lo act befove' there Is an ' 

' explosion." 
- - The EPA twice has rejected peti-, 
fions from the two group# Jor 
^ergenct assistance. Jon GnutdT 
an EPA spokesman In Chicago, 

*} laid the latest tMn "simply is iwt 

featible" because the Superfund 
program istiesigned to attack sp©^ 
diic dump sites posing threats to 
health and the environment. 

An area' as large as the one 
covering the 31 waste sites on the 
Southeast Side never has been coii-
sidered for Superfund designation, 
the EPA reported. 

Dr. Robert Oinsburg, CBE re­
search director, said the newest 
demand' for EPA^actkm Is based, 
on threats posed by an under­
ground fire at the U.S. Scrap Co. 
dump at 119th Street and Cottage ' 
(Grove Avenue. ' 

Referring to the EPA's earlier 
contentions that the Lake Calumet 
area waste sites po«pd no immedi­
ate health hazards, Ginsburg said, 
"A burning landfill with risks of 
explosion has changed that." 

The groups appealed to U.S. Sen. 
rPaul Simon [D., 111.] to "push 
EPA to take action" and encour­
age EPA chiefXee Thomas to visit 
Chicago. A Simon aide in Washing­
ton said the senator agreed to 
meet with the citizens groups next 
:inonth. _ •• 

Simon is a 6bsponsor.(tf a $10 
billion proposal to reauthorize tlw 
Superfund program, which other'. 

.'Wise Would end Sept. 30. 
Monfesvf th^ UNO said the com­

munity believes "it is outrageous" 
that the U.S. Scrap fire has been 
bumingfor 10 days, but neigHbpr-
bood residents were not informed 
by the EPA or told what to do* in 
an evacuation? . -

Grandtsaid EPA tests show tbm-
peratures in the underground fire 
are dropping, indicating the hlaze 
might be (lying down. Tests will 
continue for weekf, he added. 
' /The ,30-square-mUe area for 
which Superfund. designatioii is 
being 'Sought I s bounded by. 95th 
Street m the north, Sibley Boule­
vard on the aouth, Halsted Street 
on the west and tb« HJinois-IodJana 
line 00 the east ' 

• _ . " • 

SpeaWng at a press conference Tuesday, Maiy EBen 
Monies, United NeighboiDood Organization board 
memtjef, and Or. Robert Qinsburg, CMzqns lor a 
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micr lus coiiiiiiK marriage, beren-
ice (Pauleite U'lJliams), the kindly 
and beguiling maid who can't 
seem to-fit into the institution of 
marriage herself; and sad little 
John. Henry [Johnny Galecki], 
Frankie's cousin, given to playing 
with doUs and wearing women's 
clothes, distanced from an adult 
world that, because of his later 
premature death, he will never 
know. 

For a brief time in the last 
summer daj^ of World War II, 
they lull the days away in a spare 
Southern kitchen and irrepressibly 
belong to each other. McCullers'' 
funny, resilient classic hums and 
hurts as if written yesterday. She 
mingles Chekhovian realism aiid 
heavy symbolism as effonlessly as 
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Residents warned 
of explosive waste 
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Offer expires tWfth IntroductlpH of * • 
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: finvironmental Protec­
tion Agency warned' residents of 
the Far Southeast Side Wednesday 
that the vacated U.S. Scrap Co. 
site might contain potentially ex­
plosive ether wastes. The agency 
IS to begin d i^ j^g into a railroad 

•L- ^embankment next week at the 6-
p W>cre site, near 122d Street' and 
X lEtottage Grove Avenue in search of 

dnmis containing the wastes. Ef­
forts to clean up the site |>egai1 
after_.an_imdergiaiind^irfr-was 
Tound giving off^cyaiude. fumes In 
August EPA officials say the un­
derground' fire appears, to have 
burned out. It apparentlyrwas ig­
nited- by a crew burning brush 
along a railroad track. 

'Foî ^saJe' sign ban 
loses ctettrt round 

A federal judge moved a step 
closer Wednesday to permanently ^ 
barring the Oty of Chicago from 
enforcing its m'ost recent ordinan­
ce banning the display of "for 
sale" signs in residential neighbor­
hoods. U.S. District' Judge 1*aul 
Plunkett entered a preliminary in­
junction barring enforcement of 
the ordinance, saying it infringed 
on constitutional guarantees of 
free speech and equal protection. 
The city is considering an appeetl, 
said Assistant City 'Corporation 
Cbunsel Herbert Caplan. Plunk-
ett's ruling was the latest in a 14-
year legal battle involving the city, 
the real estate industry and hr 
owners. The city says the .̂  , 
promote panic peddling, but K S S -
tors and some homeowners sav the 

Director Ann Kournier docs 
some nice work in this production, 
which plays fast and sweet, and 
y?* " always struggles to rise 
above the cominunity theater 
wateriine. Stodder Is sharp and 
instantaneously kwd [sometimes 
too much so]; her exchanges, with 
WfUUams are funny when they 
ought to be but not always tender 
.when the mood suddenly shifts 
Her Frankie seems a litUe in-
cohesive; on the mark sometimes, 
whUe at others a pale exerftse. 

Williams glows with what seems 
a deep understanding of her char-
act^eri_buL_she oftea readsJines 
flatly and amateurishly, technical­
ly undermining a strong sensitivi­
ty. The minor players are bland or 
downright awful. -

already a master scene stealer. 
His line reading isn't perfected yet 
e i t h e r , but his q u i c k s i l v e r 
movements and vivid facial ex­
pressiveness are worth a thousand 
lines. And when he dons Berenice's 
hat and high heels and struts 
around the kitchen like a peacock 
in full feather, he is a little 
comedii^ with a real future. 

P R O G R A S I N O T E s / ^ e p -
penwolf Theatre ensemble meAV ' 
ber Moira Harris has been castAn 
her first film. Shfe'has been sigried ''• 
to star opposite Timothy Bottoms * 
in "The Fantasist," 

As a tesult, Harris won't be I 
available to play in "You Can't l 
Take It With You" at Steppenwolf 
Dec. 1-Jan. 12. i 
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OUR LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 

Calling all witches, goblins and ghost^ Halloween is just around 3 -
darl( corner. Come to Halloween Gala, a new shop devoted to Fright 
Night excitement for adults and kids. We've got costumes, ipake-up 
and accessories, from broomsticks to magic wands, ail at 20% off 
through this week only. Reg. 20.00 to 110.00. So hurry.. .tricks and 
treats await you. Save through Oct. i l . Halloween Gala, Third Floor, 
State Street, Water Tower Place, Old Orchard, Oakbrook, RiveuOaks 
and Woodfield. * 


